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SPAN 150: Introduction to cultures of the Spanish-speaking world in Comics 
Instructor: David Wacks wacks@uoregon.edu 
Office hours in Friendly 105C by appointment online at: http://bit.ly/1ZIQjn3 
Lecture MW 10:00-11:20 in Lillis 112 CRN 16001 
GE: Jon Jaramillo  jonj@uoregon.edu 
Office hours MW 11:30-12:30 in Esslinger 192M 
Discussion F 09:00 CRN 16004  
Discussion F 10:00 CRN 16005  
Discussion F 12:00 CRN 16006  
 
Description: This course is an introduction to cultures of the Spanish-speaking world with an emphasis on 
comics and graphic novels. In this course we will learn about the graphic novel as an artistic vehicle for 
studying the history and cultures of Spain and Latin America (including the Latino US). There will be a 
series of guest appearances from Spanish faculty members who will speak about their areas of 
specialization, so this course is a great way to learn all about the minor and major in Spanish in Romance 
Languages and meet the professors who teach in the program.  
 
This course satisfies the CAS requirements for Arts and Letters (A&L) and Multicultural (IC – International 
Cultures). 
 
Learning objectives: 
• Master basic information (key dates, names, places, etc.) pertaining to and explain significance of 
selected historical and cultural problems in the Spanish-speaking world from the 13th to the 21st 
century. 
• Master basic concepts for the analysis of sequential art (comics, graphic novels) as a form of 
narrative art and of historical commentary. 
• Explain how authors use sequential art as a resource for communicating ideas about historical 
events (history or historical fiction) and cultural production (adaptation of literary works). 
 
Course Requirements: 
15%  Canvas discussions: Before each lecture class, students are responsible for writing a short 
reaction to the assigned reading for the class. In Canvas/Discussions, enter your reactions, 
comments and questions on the reading, and also comment on the reactions of at least two other 
students (in order to receive credit). Students may also choose to comment on an image or images 
(upload image from your phone to Canvas) from Fuentes or one of the graphic novels assigned. 
05% Student comics: Students will produce their own original sequential art (comic/graphic novella) 
based on their own experience or interest in the Spanish-speaking world. Students may use any 
technique they prefer, including using the Apple Comic Life application or another digital 
application of their choosing. Students will present their work in class on Wed, November 22. 
10%  Discussion section attendance and participation: In discussion section students will work with 
the GTF in identifying key concepts from Fuentes and McCloud and their use in analysis of the 
graphic novels. Students will prepare a journal of all key concepts studied in the class as material 
to use in their analyses (see below) and in preparing for the final exam (see below). Students must 
attend all class meetings. Attendance will be taken at the beginning of discussion section. Students 
may miss one discussion section (no explanation necessary), after which all subsequent absences 
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will result in 3 additional points deducted from the attendance/participation grade. The only 
exceptions will be documented medical or personal emergency. 
30% Analysis of graphic novels (2): Instructor will provide detailed guidelines for each analysis. 
Students analyze key concepts from the graphic novel using key concepts from Fuentes (Buried 
Mirror) and McCloud (Understanding Comics) to support their analysis. MLA Format, Min. word 
count 900 words. (due on Canvas before class Tuesday, October 24 and Tuesday, Nov 30) 
40%  Final exam: Students will bring their key concepts journals to the final exam. The exam will consist 
of two analyses of images or sequences of images from the graphic novels on the syllabus, which 
the student will analyze using background information from Fuentes and analytic concepts from 
McCloud. For each analysis the student will choose from a selection of three images provided by 
the instructors. Instructor will provide a rubric for the final exam analyses in advance of the exam 
date. 
Tech:  All electronic devices must be powered off and stowed before entering classroom. Any student 
operating an electronic device during class will be dismissed. 
Assignments: All assignments are to be completed individually; any evidence of collaborating with or 
plagiarizing from other students is considered Academic Misconduct and will be reported to the Office of 
Student Conduct (see below). 
Texts available at UO Duckstore, and on reserve at Knight Library: 
 
Caputo, Nina. Debating Truth: The Barcelona Disputation of 1263: A Graphic History. Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2016. ISBN 978-0190226367 
Davis, Rob, and Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra. The Complete Don Quixote. London: Self Made Hero, 
2013. ISBN 978-1906838652 
Fuentes, Carlos. The Buried Mirror. New York: Mariner Books, 1999. ISBN 978-0395924990 
Kuper, Peter. Diario de Oaxaca. Oakland: PM Press, 2009. ISBN 978-1604860719 
McCloud, Scott. Understanding Comics. New York: William Morrow Reprints, 1999. ISBN 978-0060976255 
Stavans, Ilan and Lalo Alcaraz. Latino USA : A Cartoon History. 15th Anniversary Edition. New York: Basic 
Books, 2012. ISBN 978-0465082506  
Stavans, Ilan, and Steve Sheinkin. El Iluminado: A Graphic Novel. New York: Basic Books, 2012. ISBN 
978-0465032570 
 
For purchase online and on reserve at Knight Library: 
Lockpez, Inverna and Dean Haspiel. Cuba: My Revolution. New York: DC Comics, 2010. ISBN 978-
1401222185 
 
All other texts on syllabus available on Canvas 
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Program of studies: 
 
Week 1 
M Sep 25 
Community building; Intro and overview of course 
Week 1 
W Sep 27 
Intro to Comics: Key concepts from McCloud, Understanding Comics, 2-23: comics (4), 
sequential art (5), medium (6), cartoon (21) 
Week 2 
M Oct 02 
Medieval/Renaissance Spain. Fuentes 15-75: 711 (51-52), Umayyad Caliphate at 
Córdoba (53-55), “Reconquista” (59-70), three cultures (72-75). In class: excerpt from 
“Nahmanides’ Hebrew account of the Barcelona Disputation” (Caputo, Debating Truth 90-
114) 
Week 2 
W Oct 04 
Caputo, Debating Truth: King James I (146-152), Nahmanides (5), aggadah (229), bet din 
(230), halakhah (230), kabbalah (231), mishnah (231), talmud (232), yeshiva (232). 
McCloud: icon (26-27) 
Week 3 
M Oct 09 
Precolumbian/Conquest. Fuentes 79-117: 1492 (79-88), Popol Vuh (93-95), Palenque 
(96-97), Quetzalcoatl (98-102), Hernán Cortés, Moctezuma, la Malinche (110-117). In 
class: Excerpt from Diaries of Columbus. 
Week 3 
W Oct 11 
Excerpt from Popol Vuh (Canvas): the speech of animals (344), the mud and wood 
people (345-347), discovery of food (347). McCloud: closure (63) 
Week 4 
M Oct 16 
Colony: Fuentes 119-147: Franciso Pizarro, Atahualpa (119-120), Montesinos vs. 
Sepúlveda (125), Las Casas (130-132), cacique, corregidor (136), Saint Thomas Aquinas 
(141-142), Virgin of Guadalupe (145-146). In class: excerpt from writings of Luis de 
Carvajal, the Younger 
Week 4 
W Oct 18 
Stavans, El Iluminado: crypto-Jew (11-13), pureza de sangre (18), Luis de Carvajal (21-
24), crypto-Jewish customs (44-45, 59-60), Inquisition (51, 114-118), Archbishop Lamy 
(94-96). McCloud: moment-to-moment transition (67), action-to-action transition (68), 
aspect-to-aspect transition (69) 
Tomorrow, check out the Romance Languages Opportunity Fair (conversation groups, 
majors/minors, internships, study abroad, careers) Thursday Oct 19, 12:00-3:00pm in the 
EMU Redwood Auditorium. 
Week 5 
M Oct 23 
Empire: Fuentes 151-193: Carlos V (151), the Crown’s financial troubles (156), the Battle 
of Lepanto (159), the Council of Trent (162), otium vs negotium (166), Cervantes (174-
179). In class: excerpt from Don Quixote (handout). Analysis 1 due on Canvas by 
9:00am. 
Week 5 
W Oct 25 
Davis, The Complete Don Quixote (Volume 1 only): Rocinante (12), Dulcinea del Toboso 
(13, 104-105), “the books are the cause of the madness” (26), Sancho Panza (32), Cidi 
Hamete Benengeli (43), Marcella (53-57), versions of historian/translator/Don Quixote 
(63-65), helmet of Mambrino (87-89), Cardenio’s tale (98-100, 108-111), Dorotea’s tale 
(111-122), Basin/helmet (136), books vs reality (146). McCloud: intervals (82), panel 
border (102), bleed (103), lingering (103). Guest: Prof. Leah Middlebrook.  	 	
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Week 6 
M Oct 30 
Alta California. Fuentes 195-232: Afro-american baroque (197-200), Jovellanos and Goya 
(216-220), French invasion (221-222). Guest: Prof. Pedro García-Caro. In class: 
excerpt from play Tricks to Inherit  
Week 6 
W Nov 01 
Independence from Spain. Fuentes 233-275: Expulsion of the Jesuits (235-237), Creoles 
(238-239), Bolívar (249-252), San Martín (253-258), Sarmiento (261-264), Santa Ana 
(268-270), Benito Juárez (271-275).  
Week 7 
M Nov 6 
Modern Latin America. Fuentes 313-329: Argentina (318-322), “Dr. Jekyll and Hr. Hyde” 
(325-329). Guest: Prof. Mayra Bottaro. In class: examples of contemporary street art 
Week 7 
W Nov 08 
Latino US. Fuentes 341-355: immigrants to US (341-342), US as part of Spanish-
speaking world (343), language (347), connection between art and culture (348-353). 
Guest: Prof. Claudia Holguín Mendoza. In class: text TBD 
Week 8 
M Nov 13 
Alcaraz, Latino USA: A Cartoon History: América (2), raza mestiza (19-21), Guadalupe 
Hidalgo treaty (35-38), Gregorio Cortez (40-42), Spanish American War (50-60), Puerto 
Rico (79-83), Pachucos (87-91), Cuban Americans (104-107), Aztlán (113), Raza Unida 
Party (114-115), César Chávez (118-122), Marielitos (141), English Only (147), McCloud: 
motion line (110), foreground (111), background (111), subjective motion (114). 
Week 8 
W Nov 15 
GE Jon Jaramillo: Cuban Revolution. Guest: Prof. Lanie Millar. In class: text TBD 
Week 9 
M Nov 20 
Cuba: My Revolution (no page numbers): Silvio, July 26, Sonya’s faith in/doubts about 
the revolution, Flavio and the Bay of Pigs/Playa Girón invasion, reunion with Carlos, art 
school and revolutionary values, how to leave Cuba, Celia Sánchez. McCloud: word 
balloons (116), sound effects (116), symbol (127-131) 
Week 9 
W Nov 22 
Presentation of student comics. Bring original copy to class for projection (8.5x11” 
format). Upload digital copy to Canvas/Discussions. 
Week 10 
M Nov 27 
The Mexican Revolution. Fuentes 299-309: Porfirio Díaz (299-302), Emiliano Zapata 
(304-307). Guest: Prof. Analisa Taylor. In class: graphic poster “Mesoamerica Resiste” 
(‘Central America Resists’). 
Week 10 
W Nov 29 
Analysis 2 due on Canvas by 9:00am. Diario de Oaxaca: 2006 teachers’ strike (20-50), 
insects, 2008 street art (134-139), smell-o-vision (162). McCloud: combinations of word 
and image: word specific, picture specific, duo-specific (153); additive, parallel, montage 
(154), interdependent (155). 
Week 10 F Dec 01: Review for final exam 
Finals R Dec 07: Final exam 10:15 am Friday, Dec 8 in Lillis 112 
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Academic Misconduct (including plagiarism): 
The University Student Conduct Code (available at conduct.uoregon.edu) defines academic 
misconduct. Students are prohibited from committing or attempting to commit any act that constitutes 
academic misconduct. By way of example, students should not give or receive (or attempt to give or 
receive) unauthorized help on assignments or examinations without express permission from the instructor. 
Students should properly acknowledge and document all sources of information (e.g. quotations, 
paraphrases, ideas) and use only the sources and resources authorized by the instructor. If there is 
any question about whether an act constitutes academic misconduct, it is the students’ obligation to clarify 
the question with the instructor before committing or attempting to commit the act. Additional information 
about a common form of academic misconduct, plagiarism, is available at 
www.libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students.   
 
Documented Disability: 
Appropriate accommodations will be provided for students with documented disabilities.  If you have a 
documented disability and require accommodation, arrange to meet with the course instructor within the 
first two weeks of the term.  The documentation of your disability must come in writing from the Disability 
Services in the Office of Academic Advising and Student Services.  Disabilities may include (but are not 
limited to) neurological impairment, orthopedic impairment, traumatic brain injury, visual impairment, 
chronic medical conditions, emotional/psychological disabilities, hearing impairment, and learning 
disabilities. For more information on Disability Services, please see http://ds.uoregon.edu/ or contact Hilary 
Gerdes, 346-1155.  If you are not registered with Disability Services and would still like to share with me 
any limitations you may have in meeting course requirements please do not hesitate to do so. 
 
